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Mrs. Guy Sutton 

I've had such a grand time with Afri¬ 
can Violets that perhaps my experience is 
worth sharing. 

Two years ago in August, I had a 
surplus of iris and offered them, through 
our newspaper, to any who would come 

ranged to come after the iris later and 
asked if there were any flowers I wanted 
Did she have an African Violet? “No",' 
she said, so I thought no more about it. 
When she returned, she brought me a “hot¬ 
house” Blue Boy. THAT was the begin¬ 
ning of the Fever. 

NorjVonbf "wo™1 

TW i r * 8 gorgeous s‘Kht they are! 
i, Te„I flrst saw» and fell in love with 
StSch yZ, ta ffbJK"”'*4 Kew'“* 

In April Mrs. Fonbuena came to visit me, bnngmg me a plant that fa a 
to™* enough different to 

mime For growing and bloom it surpass¬ es even Blue Boy. 

** — • 

the nnetmo„ r —, ai one time e postman brought me twentv leaver 
as many varieties. * le*Ves °f 

. - ^ Plan I have tried for routine 

yermiculite in a KbJ KTcS*’ Sin!\ Y* 
gjJjj1 in the bottom,^ T’wlfe, undl 
The % ? rmdPUJJfL ^ doWn 
half inch. At this^pth 1*7* °m &,nd a 
grow roots of their own ^”7 
parent leaf having all the £?7d ?f *he 
?** 14 on » shelf in a North^f^ 1 theiI 
mvert a Mason jar overit v2£r°? and 

vTrJkulite half inehes tall.th^ then t°ovl 
habies. V* aliP off the 

broken off from 3 

and I repotted it in vermiculite. It now 
has two babies, making thirteen to date and 
is still a healthy leaf. 

afraid to leave i 
in Winter, but 1 
success setting 
keeping it moist 

In brushing 1 

t. This method is ideal 
have had equally good 

rtie ^cans on sand and 

» the sink, hold in one hand. 

warm water until the leaves look 
I prefer evening for this, for then 1 
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^towing African (VioLti in JMutxient ^Solution 

dommonLy daLUd "cHijJixofionici" 

iiurns. 
WWS-! 
asffiffSSi 



owing c^jxicun ^VioLzti in cfKutxiznt Solution 

Commonly Called cHydxoftoniei. 
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An Orchid Beauty 
p-ers are verbena, b 
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Mrs. Neil C. Miller 
(With a little help, here and there, from her husband.) 

In the spring of 1947 I had a me 
lection of about twenty varieties of i 
paulias with many 

i stag© 
both from s< 
several varieties that J 
a well known nursery. 
When the ' _ 
plant didn’t look right. It 

and cuttings. I 

arrived in Apri 

the 
one flower stalk was only an inch long and 
curled back on itself; the single blossom 
was small, misshapen and blotched; the leaf 
petioles were covered with brownish hair; 
and the leaves were limp and lying flat. 

Within three months I came to know 
these as typical signs of advanced mite 
injury, but at that time all I knew was 
that the plant, didn’t look right. I wanted 

my husband insisted 

and that what- 

had a tonsillectom 

send out diseased plat 
ever was wrong with it was only temporary 
or was the result of the trip through the 
mails. So I placed it with my other plants 
on my kitchen window sill. 

What a mistake that was! No matter 
from what source I secure a plant now it 
stays by itself, out of all contact with any 
other plants, for several weeks, so that I 
have an^ opportunity^ to observe it and 

During May and June there occurred 
a series of circumstances that kept me 
from giving my plants adequate attention: 

' ' ‘ everal weeks; my little boy 

i nursed back to health; and I had 
extra cooking to do (ironically enough, for 
men who were building a greenhouse for 
my African Violets). During that time I 
saw my plants getting sicker and sicker 
but I just couldn’t do anything about it. 
It was in early July before I could give my 
violets the attention they needed and by 
that time they were a sorry mess. The 
original plant from the nursery was dead, 
and about twenty plants were as far ad¬ 
vanced as the nursery plant had been when 
received, so I threw them out. About fifty 
more plants were in some stage or other 
of collapse, and day by day other plants 
were developing symptoms. 

I think it would be well at this point 
to describe the various stages in the de¬ 
velopment of mite injury so it will not be 
necessary to do it step by step later, al¬ 
though at this point in my actual narrative 
I had not yet even heard of cyclamen mite. 

If the plai i flowering the first 
»le will probably be 
will be very short, 

i getting out of the 

or some petals won t open at all, ai 
the flowers will also be off-color 
blotched. Blooming will soon cease, 
b. The next stage (and it may occi 

leaves growing in the crown become mis 
shapen, one side of the leaf sometimes 
being much smaller than the other. 
Frequently the leaves will be thickened 
and have rough and irregular edges. 
Leaves become very brittle. As suc- 

they become smaller and smaller. Leav¬ 
es and petioles become shorter and 
shorter, petioles finally becoming prac¬ 
tically non-existent. Soothe crown be- 

turn a’ sickly greenish gray, the gray¬ 
ness of which is enhanced by the thick 
growth of hairs all over the leaves 
and petioles. The leaves frequently 
cup either upwards or downwards. The 
grayish color is actually a fore-runner 
of death as it increases until the leaves 
completely wither and dry up. 
c. Before the crown dies completely 
the older, larger leaves collapse onto 
the sides of the pot, and become wilted 

petioles frequently becomes brt 

void of any green portions or signs of 
growth, and a few wilted leaves at the 
end of hairy brown petioles hanging 
limply and forlornly over the edge of 
the pot. 
I had plants in all of the above stages 

by the first of July. 
I had never heard of cyclamen mite 

at that time, so had no idea what the dif¬ 
ficulty was. I had a copy of Helen Van 
Pelt Wilson’s booklet on African Violets 
(published by Ladie 
— her bt ’ ’ 
been pub! 
of what the trouble 
cription of cyclamen mite injury. The 
booklet wasn’t very helpful in suggesting 
a cure, as it said the mites worked inside 
the terminal buds and were out of reach 
of sprays. The only method of control 
offered was to destroy infested plants. I 
had already done plenty of that and was 
faced with the likelihood of having to do 
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The President’s message this time is really a message from 
Mr. Warren E. J. Gottshall, Treasurer of The African Violet So¬ 
ciety of America, Incorporated. He wishes to advise: 

THAT local organizations are permitted to retain fifty-cents (50^) 
of the national African V iolet Society of America, Inc. dues 
for each member of their organization who is also a member 
of the National Society. 

THAT remittance of the $2.50 due the National Society, shall be forwarded by 
either the Treasurer or Secretary of the local organization. 

THAT the retaining of the fifty-cents (50^) applies to both new memberships and 
renewals. 

THAT memberships in the National Society are only two classes, “Individual” 
or “Sustaining”. 

THAT Individual Memberships will be accepted in one name only. 

THAT only the person whose name appears on the “membership card” is a mem¬ 
ber of the Society and only the person so named will be allowed the privi- 
ledges of the Convention and Annual Meeting. 

THAT memberships applied for in the name of a local organization shall have 
only one representative and one vote at the Annual Meeting. 

THAT the ONLY exception being that Husband or Wife may attend the Conven¬ 
tion and Annual Meeting on the Individual Membership Card of the other, 
Only one shall have voting priviledges. 

It was indeed gratifying to see such a fine representation at the Annual' 
Meeting in Cincinnati. Details of the business transacted, and further reports 
of the splendid program will be in the September issue of the African Violet 
Magazine. 

Cordially, 

Your President, 

Alma Wright 
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SEASONAL CARE FOR SAINTPAULIAS 

Regina and Warren Gottshall 

African violet does 
red or complicated 
they untouchables 

things. African violets, having 
original habitat a tempo rate or sun-tropic 
zone, are not subjected to radical Seasonal 
changes; nor are they adaptable to them. 
They are, therefore, by Nature, not peren¬ 
nials hardy to extremes of temperature. 
The fact that their popular 

irequentiy, or m as 
pipit's absorption of 

it by &> ^thnth«l"Lhi!!t 

normal upright c 

drooping results - in the older leaves at 
least. These leaves mav then rot where 
they come into contact with the moisture 
exuding lip of the pot, unless braced, or 
the rim dipped into paraffin or covered 
with aluminum foil. Some soil mixtures 
that have been allowed to become exces¬ 
sively dry may never get wet to the sur¬ 
face when placed in water. Should this 

ation will < 
then the action of < 

thoroughly moisten 

to dram off all excess moisture. This 
draining process sucks air back into the 
soil ^just as^ the complete ^saturation has 

and one of the prime factors why many 
people add vermiculite to their potting soil 
is that this product acts as a storage 

• • n = | > I • • 
_ growth of the 

tensations. Plant 
er. If only the 

need some protectic 

be used - or the foliage 
bleached, yellowed com pi 
merely demands a temporary decreas* 
water, protection from the Sun, and a 
habilitation program where necessary. 

Most of our plants that haw I 

/supply of °the soil. 
they have been fed regularly on a c 
meirial fertilizer, therein ay ^ be 

These salts usually leech out at the toi 
the soil or lip of the pot and should 
removed.) These plants should D0W 

establis 
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CHARITY BEGINS 

AT HOME 



Pictures taken at the Lt Meeting at Cincinnati Club, Friday, April 29, 1949. 



African Violet Society of America in Session at 

official session Friday evening to 
Laurie gave a very informative ai 
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[Meeting 6:30 P.M. April 29, 1949 at The Cincinnati Clufc. 







PROPAGATION AND CARE OF 
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GROWING 'EM OUTSIDE 



ING IN AFRICAN VIOLETS SPECIALIZ 



POTTING, POTS, AND POTTING SOIL 
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